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Summary of information and conditions — SSMF's post-doctoral grant 

 

The Swedish Society for Medical Research announces a three-year grant for post-doctoral studies in 

medical science from autumn 2020. The aim is to provide younger researchers with the opportunity 

to achieve qualifications leading to the establishment of independent research. Applications may be 

submitted for a grant for full-time or half-time studies. Half-time grants are intended for applicants 

whose ordinary posts involve clinical practice.  

The new grant, which is intended to cover salary, therefore replaces SSMF's post-doctoral 

scholarship. The ability to choose a scholarship as a form of support will remain for applicants who 

carry out their studies abroad. 

 

Applications may be submitted for SSMF's post-doctoral grants for the following studies: 

 Full time  

o international: two years abroad and one year in Sweden. For post-doctoral studies 

carried out abroad, it is possible to choose a scholarship instead of salary as the form 

of support for the first two years.  

o national: three years in Sweden. Only salary can be applied for as a form of support for 

full-time studies in Sweden. 

 

 Half-time  

o national: three years in Sweden. It is combined with 50% clinical practice in Sweden. 

Only salary can be applied for as a form of support for half-time studies. 

 

 

Eligibility 

Persons who have been awarded a doctorate in a preclinical or clinical medical discipline or in a 

subject area closely related to medicine no more than three years before the end of the application 

period are eligible to apply. 

This period may be extended by a maximum of 24 months for sick leave or parental leave, medical 

internship/specialist residency (AT/ST service) or military service. 
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In order to be eligible to apply, applicants must have carried out research activities in Sweden for at 

least one year (it must be possible for this to be certified by an employer/supervisor) and must 

intend to conduct their future research in Sweden. 

 

 

The grant 

The grant administrator for a SSMF post-doctoral grant must be a Swedish university or university 

college and the recipient of the grant must be employed by the grant administrator throughout the 

grant period. The amount of the grant is SEK 1,000,000 per year for full-time and SEK 700,000 per 

year for half-time, combined with 50% clinical practice. In addition, a person who carries out the first 

two years of the full-time post-doctoral studies abroad is qualified to apply for a return grant in the 

form of a framework grant of SEK 500,000 for the third year of the grant (the return year). The grant 

is intended to cover the applicant's salary, including social insurance contributions.  

SSMF presumes that the grant administrator will cover any costs in addition to the grant.  

 

For applicants who choose to carry out their post-doctoral studies abroad during the first two years 

of the support, there is an option to choose support in the form of a personal, tax-free scholarship 

for that period instead of salary. The amount is then SEK 300,000 per year and applies only to full-

time studies. An application may also be submitted for a supplement to cover higher living costs in 

the host country. The supplement is applied for separately and is payable subject to an individual 

assessment. 

During the third year (the return year), all recipients must be employed by a Swedish higher 

education institution and salary then applies as the form of support. 

 

The three-year grant is intended to cover direct salary costs for the recipient.  SSMF accepts use of a 

maximum of 20% of the grant for indirect costs according to SUHF's definition of support activities.  

No other forms of support are allowed in parallel with SSMF’s post-doctoral support. 

Spare-time occupations are accepted up to a maximum of 20%.  

Research grants/scholarships that are not intended for the applicant's own support are permitted, 

regardless of their size.  

Any change of higher education institution/department as grant administrator during the grant 

period must be approved by SSMF. 

 

The grant awarded is obtainable by the institution for six months at a time.  

The availability period for the grant runs for 3 years from the start date. The availability period may 

be extended in certain circumstances (e.g. sickness or parental leave) upon request and subject to 

approval by SSMF. Funds not used within the availability period must be repaid to SSMF. 

 

Scientific reports on the project must be submitted 18 months after the start and after the end of the 

grant period. 
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Applications 

Applications must be submitted electronically in the TEKLA application system during the application 

period, which runs from 15 October to 15 November. 

The thesis defence protocol or diploma must be attached to the electronic application as a PDF. In 

cases where the defence of the thesis has not yet taken place, the thesis defence application must 

have been submitted and a copy must be attached to the application. 

Certificates from a grant administrator and proposed host institution stating that the applicant is 

guaranteed a place to work and basic equipment necessary for the intended research activities must 

be attached. The certificates must be attached to the electronic application as PDFs. Incomplete 

applications will not be considered. 

 

 

Assessment criteria  

Innovation, the scientific quality of the project, the applicant's skills and the practicability of the 

project are taken into consideration when assessing the application. For full-time grants, mobility is 

prioritised, primarily from abroad, but also nationally. The assessment focuses on the opportunities 

for the applicant to develop his or her capacity for independent research through the proposed 

project. 

 

Start and decisions 

SSMF's post-doctoral grant is intended to start no earlier than 1 July of the decision year and no later 

than 1 January of the following year. The availability period for the grant is three years, but it can be 

extended under certain circumstances upon request, subject to approval from SSMF. 

Decisions on award of grants are announced at the beginning of April. 

 

 

Acknowledgement 

In the case of publication and other dissemination of results, it must be clearly stated that the 

research was carried out with support from ”Svenska Sällskapet för Medicinsk Forskning” (SSMF) or 

”The Swedish Society for Medical Research, SSMF”.  

 

 

Conditions for support 

SSMF reserves the right to discontinue or, in specific cases, require repayment of funds already 

disbursed in the following cases: 

 the applicant or the grant administrator has caused the grant to have been awarded 

incorrectly or for an excessive amount by providing inaccurate information or otherwise. 

 the grant has been granted incorrectly or for an excessive amount for any other reason and 

the recipient should have realised this. 

 the conditions for the grant have not been met. 
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 the existence of fraudulence in research or other unethical conduct. 

 the applicant has proved to be clearly unsuitable to receive a grant from SSMF due to his or 

her actions or for any other reason. 

 the applicant has failed to obtain the necessary permits and approvals, such as approval by 

the Ethical Review Board, the Ethical Committee on Animal Experiments and/or a permit 

from the Swedish Medical Products Agency.  

 

 


